« -pendance vpon.the Mather-Country, é§g~ﬂ¢_Mﬁ“ﬁﬁing with a 812 and feady Hand, ‘the-siecelfory - ;

s Povers;-and juft Prerogatives of the Crown, #hd the preferring an' uniform and, fetied ‘Principle of

¢ Government, to an occafional Departure fom it for temporary Convenience ; every -Day's Eiperien :
" convinces us,-that it isin vain to niegotiate away- his Majefty’s Prerogative, every new Concéfien becomes

¢ the Foundation of fome new Demand, and that, my Lords, of fome new Difpute,” Congitced of the

Juftice of their Lordfhips‘Obfervation, -cautioned by their Cenfure of the Proprietors of thalt:Province, for

-fuffering a popular- Aflemblymo make exorbitant Acquifitions of Power, and encouraged by your Eaxellen-

.

<y's Example of Fortitude; in Wilhﬁandin}%the unwarrantable Attempts of thofe Men among us;.whd: wre

‘grafping at Powers which do not belong tq them, we fhall on all Occafions, oppofe their unjeftifiable Mea-
fures, and as far as fhall be in our Power, preferve for Pofterity, our Conftiration unaltered.” With; regard -~ £
to the latter Part of the Gentlemens Meflage, we beg Leave to obferve, that finding the whole- Bxpence:of -
raifing, cloathing and paying the Number of Men, which they had voted, in Confequence of yoss Bxcel-

-lency’s Recommendation, would not amount to one third Part of the Sum they" propofed by ther:Bill to
raife, ‘and knowing that the Neceffity of raifing g large Sum, is the principal Argument, thofe of them who
are fond of Innovations, urge fo their Conflituents, in Juftification of their Condu&, and in Favourof fach
a Bill, we could not help intimating to them, our Sentiments on that Head; we did indeed perceive, that by
the Bill they had appropriated a Part of the Money propofed to be raifed, towards defraying fome other Ex-
pences, wiz. the Arrears due to the Maryland Troops, that, contrary as we have Reafon to believe, to the
Inclination of the Lower Houfe, ferved under Brigadier Forles, in his Expedttion againft Fort Du Quefae ;

and alfo the Arrears due, or which have been paid by his Majeft'ys General to the Gentlemen that viftaalled

-thofe Troops during the Winter before that Expedition ; but as it was no Secret, to either that Houfeor us,
that when it was evident the Troops were to expe& no other Pay from the Afleribly, befides naked Re-
folves, an Order was, through your Excellency’s humane and kind Offices, obtained from the Lords of the
Treafury, for the Payment of fuch Arrears, we could not fee the Expedieficy of the Aflembly’s now ap-
propriating the Sum of Fourteen Thoufand Pounds for that Purpofe, or view it in any.other Light, than 2
Centrivance to referve fo much Money for fome particular Ufe, which they did not at prefent choofe to men- -
tion. As to the Appropriation of Six Thoufand Pounds to’pay the Militia, that your Excellency was pleaf-
ed, by Virtue of the Power with which every Governor of this Province is invefted, to order to the Froatiers™ J
(fome of them, at the Requeft of the then Lower Houfe) for the Defence and Security of the Inhabitants
who were at that Time expofed to the Ravages of a favage‘Enemy ; we are of Opinion, that foch dn Ap-
propriation is not to be allowed, nor fuch Militia paid, otherwife than is particularly dire@ed by the Militia
Law ; left by confenting to their being paid ia any other Manner, we fthould feem to countenance the very
extraordinary Refolves, which the Lower Houfe prefumed, in violation of Common-Senfe, to make, when

~in the Year 1758, they feemed to -have nothing fo much at Heart, as to render this Province entirely De-
fencelefs, though your Excellency’s Firmnefs and Refolation, happily fruftrated their Attempts. Befides the

two Sums we have mentioned, there was Three Thoufand Pounds to be appropriated towards reimburfing
thofe Gentlemen who were put to fome Expence, by providing Neceflaries for fuch of the King’s Forces as
were in the Years 1756 and 1757, fent hither for Winter Quarters ; but as there is fill remaining in the
Loan-Office, and in the Agent’s Hands, more than Two Thoufand Pounds of the Money that was granteds
here in 1756, for his Majelty’s Service, the Perfons, moft of whom are Gentlemen of this City, who ha
Claims on Account of thofe Troops being Quartered here, may have been fatisfied, had an A& for granting
the Sum of Fifteen Thoufand Pounds been now pafled; fince that Sum, as hath been already hinted, ts con-
fiderably more than would, on the Gentlemens own Calculation, have been fufficient to raife, cloath and
pay the Four Hundred Men, they propdfed to keep up till the Firft of 4pri/ next, and to raife the Eighty-
four Recruits, required as the Quota of this Province, for the Regular Regiments. As we do not know on
what Rule or Principle, the Gentlemen of the Lower Houfe could make a Calculation of the Sum that
would be raifed by fuch a Bill as they offered us, and muft confefs that for our own Parts, we are anable w
make any Eftimate of the Value of all the real and perfonal Eftate in the Province, we fhall only obferve
with refpeét to fuch Part of their Meflage, that though we are inclined to believe, thagif the Afleflors were

‘to rate at it’s full Value, all the Property fubjected by that Bill to a Tax, much more than even the whole
Sum propofed to be levied, might be raifed in one Year, yet as fo great a Latitudexis left to the Dilcretion,
and to the Partiality of the Affeffors, it might not be raifed in feveral Years, fhould they in their Valaations,
follow the Pradtice of Affeffors in a neighbouring Government. This great Uncertainty, we canpot bat con-
fider as a very material Objeion to the Plan of the Bill, as we are confident, Jeaving the Afleffors fo much
at large, would create’ill Blood, and Confufion among the Inhabitants, already, on Account of the Propofal of
fuch a Bill, divided into Parties; and'in fuch a Situation of T hings, it would, we think; have been carrying

. ! . . on"’



